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Bulbs in the garden
Deborah Rutter, Garden Chair
As I write this, with snow on the ground and twenty-below wind chill, it’s
hard to believe that spring is not too far off. But it’s the truth…and I can
hardly wait for its arrival. Thanks to the efforts of the Haddam Historical
Society’s Garden Committee and its devoted volunteers, spring will be
especially wondrous at the Thankful Arnold House Museum this year. Why,
you ask? Because last fall countless man-hours were spent planting 2568
bulbs in the gardens around the museum and along the road! Of course,
before one bulb could even be planted, extensive research was conducted to
identify the appropriate types of bulbs in use before 1830.

Daffodil Daze
Sunday, May 1, 2016
1:00 to 3:00 – Free Admission
Crafts, Tours and Daffodil Viewing
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm-$10 per person
Special Garden Concert by

Belle of the Fall

The bulb plantings were possible thanks to a generous contribution from
Mary Hugh Arnold Scott, daughter of Isaac Arnold, who was responsible
for the museum’s restoration between 1963-1965 and subsequently
bequeathed the property to the Haddam Historical Society. In honor of the
museum’s 50th anniversary, Mrs. Scott also made a generous contribution to
the garden’s arbor restoration project undertaken last spring. All of the bulbs
planted in the historic garden were selected from bulbs known to be in
domestic cultivation prior to 1830. For the peripheral beds bordering the
yard, drought tolerant and deer-resistant varieties were planted.
The historic gardens have several groupings of orange or yellow fritillaria
imperialis (1590) underplanted with white double pheasant’s eye daffodils
(albus plenus odoratus 1601), yellow Tenby daffodils (narcissus obvallaris
1796), and blue Spanish bluebells (Hyacinthoides Hispanica Excelsior
1601). Additional Tenbys are scattered throughout the historic garden beds
along with crocus flavus Golden Yellow (1665), blue scilla Siberica Spring
Beauty (1796) and traditional snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis 1597).

Belle of the Fall is Tracy Walton and
Julia Autumn Ford; an indie folk duo
with a chaser of bad ass.

In the hosta bed at the front of the house on the street Tenby daffodils,
crocus flavus and scilla were planted. Along the road are a mixed variety of
200 daffodils.

“Shrub Off” Tasting

The peripheral beds contain blue and white (Hyacinthoides Hispanica White
City 1601) Spanish bluebells, scilla bifolia rosea (1601), mixtures of
miniature daffodils and muscari (various dates), Dutchman’s Breeches
(1731), trilliums (1799) and for fun, 24 Pinball Wizard alliums!
The bulbs were purchased from Old House Gardens and Van Engelen. In
total 2568 bulbs were planted with the help of our volunteers!

Shrubs are an intriguing blend of fruit,
sugar, and vinegar created during the
Colonial Era to preserve fruit long after
harvest and serve as a thirst
quencher. Also known as “drinking
vinegars” or “switchel,” the drink is
making a comeback as both a cocktail
and soft drink. A number of different
fruit and savory shrubs will be available
for tasting with spirits or seltzer. We
encourage members and friends to craft a
shrub and share with us at our first
“shrub off.”

If you are interested in volunteering in the Thankful Arnold House Museum
gardens please send an e-mail to contact@haddamhistory.org
Haddam Historical Society * Thankful Arnold House Museum
P.O. Box 97 Haddam, CT 06438 * 860-345-2400* contact@haddamhistory.org
www.haddamhistory.org
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In 2012, the Board of Directors of the Haddam Historical
Society approved the creation of a scholarship fund to be
used exclusively for the awarding of an annual scholarship
to a graduating high school senior. Under the leadership of
a scholarship committee, sufficient funds have been raised
enabling HHS to award a $500 scholarship each year since
the fund’s inception.
The scholarship is awarded annually based on a student’s
scholastic standing, contribution to school, community
activities and interest in history. On June 8, 2015, the HHS
awarded its scholarship to Jamie Little who is currently
attending Eastern Connecticut State University.

Staff
Executive Director- Elizabeth Malloy
Education Coordinator-Sarah Neal

HHS is delighted to be able to support the continued
education of Haddam’s deserving students and advocate for
the importance of history. All high school seniors from
Haddam, Higganum or Haddam Neck are eligible to apply
for the scholarship. Please contact the HKHS guidance
office or the Haddam Historical Society for an application.
For further information visit www.haddamhistory.org or
call 860-345-2400.

2016 business members
Platinum
Middlesex Dental Care/ formerly Higganum Dental
Associates
Gold
Higganum Veterinary Clinic, Higganum
CSSN: The Center for Children with Special Needs,
Glastonbury
Wellstone Farm, Higganum
Silver
Higganum Pharmacy, Higganum
Johnson Millwork, Haddam Neck
Nehemiah Brainerd Bed and Breakfast
Pampered Pets, Old Saybrook
Higganum Village Market
Standard
Cold Goats Farm, Haddam Neck

Suzann Costa, Scholarship Chair, and Jamie Little

CT River Candles
Jack's Country Kitchen, Higganum
Higganum Heating, Higganum
Matulevich Carpentry, Haddam
David Reiss Seamless Gutters, Haddam
Terri’s Package Store, Higganum
Tom Sanders Band, Higganum
Town & Country Nurseries, Haddam
Wiese Enterprises, Higganum
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Ron and Mary Alice Matulevich

Stewart and Rogene Gillmor
s

Founders’ Day Dinner
Each year members of the Haddam Historical Society gather to honor the founding of our wonderful, small
town of Haddam. In 1662, Haddam’s founding fathers and mothers purchased the Plantation at Thirty Mile
Island from local Native Americans for 30 coats. The Founders’ Day Dinner celebrates those 28 men and
their wives and families who established the town, and it provides an opportunity for the awarding of HHS’s
prestigious Founders’ Day Award.
The celebration also marked the Haddam Historical Society’s 60th anniversary. And what a celebration it
was! Seventy-five members of the Haddam Historical Society gathered at La Foresta in Killingworth for
food, wine and friends. An excellent, traditional five-course Italian feast was served followed by a reading of
the names of our founding fathers and mothers
This year’s Founders’ Day Award recipients were Rogene and Stuart Gillmor and Ron and Mary Alice Matulevich.
Both couples have supported the Society in numerous ways and have generously shared their time, talents and support
over many years.
If you haven’t been to a Founders’ Day Dinner, plan to join us this year for another great evening at La Foresta. You
won’t regret it!

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, November 6, 2016 Cocktails 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Followed by dinner and awards.
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Shad Museum
221 Saybrook Road, Higganu m
Sundays 10 am to 3 pm
April 10 to June 12, 2016
One of Higganum’s hidden gems is the Haddam Shad
Museum at 221 Saybrook Road. It is “the only
museum in the United States dedicated to the
preservation of shad fishing history in the
Connecticut River Valley.”
Founder and Director Dr. Joseph Zaientz is
passionate about Connecticut River shad, shad fishing
and the role they played in the history of our town.
Located in the former Maynard Shad Shack, the
museum boasts a wonderful collection of “all things”
shad including boning instruments, a map of Haddam
shad fishermen reaches and an authentic Brockway
Scow. The museum is a must for anyone interested in
history, the environment and fishing and is open on
Sundays during shad season. Opening Sunday in
2016 is April 10. For more information visit
www.haddamshadmuseum.com

Undina and
Granite Rock
Springs Exhibit
now on display
at the museum.

Demolition Delay Ordinance
On July 23, 2015 residents at a Town Meeting voted
to approve a Delay of Demolition Ordinance for the
town’s historic buildings. Based on a model provided
by the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
the ordinance calls for a 120 day waiting period for
the demolition of a historic building. Concerned
parties will be notified and have the opportunity to
work with owners and developers to preserve the
building. Unlike other towns where any building over
50 years old requires a stay, buildings in Haddam
that require a waiting period will be listed on the
Historic Building Inventory which is based on the
architectural survey done in the 1980s. This list can
be updated periodically by the Historical Society. A
final version of the ordinance is available at the Town
Clerk’s Office.

Arbor Restoration

Clockwise from upper left: Old arbor in winter, new arbor in progress May 2015, ribbon cutting of new arbor June 2015, new arbor,
new arbor and patio, Jim and Pam Mondo of Monroe, CT representing Mary Hugh Arnold Scott, October 2015.
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Arbor and Garden Donors

Arbor Restoration
The museum’s grape arbor was built in the early 1970s as part of the
Wilhelmina Arnold Barnhart Garden. Although it had been
professionally repaired several times over the past decade, the arbor
was in need of replacement. After a thorough evaluation it was
determined that a new, wider, taller arbor would be installed and the
existing granite patio and paths would be repaired and extended to fit
the footprint of the new arbor. The property line fence adjacent to the
arbor would also be restored.
The Haddam Historical Society undertook a special fundraising
campaign to raise the funds necessary for the project. In addition to
generous donations from the Arnold Family, members and friends
also supported the project, and sufficient contributions were received
to pay for the entire project. Of course, once again, our faithful
volunteers stepped up to provide much needed manpower to remove
the existing arbor, cut back and transplant the grapevines, and paint
the fence.
Local craftsman Tiger Carlson designed and built the new arbor from
locally-grown cedar poles. The cedar poles came from Higganum and
were generously donated by Rogene and Stewart Gillmor. The new
arbor is 30 feet long, 10 feet wide and 8 feet tall.
The stonework under the original arbor was Haddam granite, which
is darker than most granite. In order for the new stone to blend with
the original, a local source was identified and individual pieces of
granite were chosen. Some of the granite was donated by our former
Executive Director, Jan Sweet. Additionally the existing fence was
extended to abut the fence on the adjoining property.
Worked proceeded through the spring, and the official ribbon cutting
took place on June 20, 2015 at the 50th Anniversary of the Thankful
Arnold House Museum.
A number of Arnold Family members supported the restoration
including Mrs. Mary Hugh Arnold Scott, daughter of Isaac Arnold,
the museum’s benefactor. Robert J. Barnhart and his daughter Phoebe
Darling Barnhart also made a significant gift to the garden project
which was used to restore the historic herb garden by resetting the
stone borders and weed proofing the walks. In addition the Society
made several driveway improvements to coincide with the repaving
of Hayden Hill Road. Mr. Barnhart is the son of Wilhelmina Arnold
Barnhart, also a daughter of Isaac Arnold and for whom the garden is
dedicated.
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$5000+
Mary Hugh Arnold Scott
Robert and Phoebe Barnhart
$2000
Katherine Schoonover
$1000
Isaac Arnold, Jr.
Isaac Arnold III
Robert T. Arnold
Antoinette Arnold Maywald
Russell Scott III
Terry and Carol Smith
$500
Caginalp/Denkowicz Family
In memory of Nancy Hart
Ann and Tim McCann
Emily and Chris Smith
$150
Barbara and Raymond Galloway
$100
Mark and Jane Aldieri ~Alan and Myra
Aronow ~ Carl and Marijean Conrad
David and Susann Costa ~ Cheryl
Czuba ~ Al and Helen Deag~Sue
DeCarli ~ Anthony and Melanie
Giamei ~ Rogene and Stewart
Gillmor~Marnie Goodman and Gordon
Hard ~ Gloria Gorton ~ Arthur Hall
~Pat Hartman and Michele St. Marie ~
Jane Knowlton ~ Tracy and Kevin
LaComb~Carol and Dick Matregrano
~ Dianne and James McHutchison ~
Sarah and David Neal~Joanne Nesti ~
Cindy and Brian O’Neill ~ Tony and
Linda Rigono ~ William Valerius
Up to $100
Rusty and Diane Clowes ~ Dorothy
Gillespie and Michael Jantsch ~ Judy
and Ed Munster~Patrick and Billie
Niemann ~ Marge DeBold
Thank you to Deborah Rutter and
Melissa Gibson, Project Managers.
Thank you to volunteers Ron and Mary
Alice Matulevich, David Costa, Amy
Roper, Lisa Malloy, Kathy Sullivan,
Sue Oehl, Cindy Sullivan, Rogene and
Stewart Gillmor, Jan Sweet & Rod
Auclair.
Craftsmen- Kurt “Tiger” Carlson,
Jacinto Ramiro Farez and Carlos
Godoy

Upcoming Events
March 19 & 20

Connecticut Spring Antiques Show, Hartford Armory, 360 Broad Street, Hartford, CT,
www.ctspringantiquesshow.com

April 1

Traveling exhibit on Haddam/Higganum Baseball to open

April 24

Haddam Neck Historic Photograph Program
Haddam Neck Community School House, 408 Quarry Hill Road, Haddam Neck
Free Admission

April 30

Town Wide Tag Sale HHS will participate and is collecting items for our booth. Please
call 860-345-2400 to donate (no electronics or children’s toys)

May 1

Daffodil Daze at the Thankful Arnold House
2 pm to 4 pm Crafts and tours of the garden
4 pm to 6 pm Music by Belle of the Fall and Shrub Tasting. $10 per person

May 19

Annual Meeting TBA

May 22

Volunteer Thank You Party

June 11

Connecticut Open House Day at the Thankful Arnold House 12-4

June 18

Summer Solstice Gathering, Wellstone Farm, Candlewood Hill Road, Higganum
$10 per person

June 26

Connecticut’s Historic Gardens Day at the Thankful Arnold House Museum 12-4

June TBA

A Week in the Life of an Early American Child- Summer Camp Program

June 30

Haddam Meadows Traveling Exhibit to Open

July 16

Wine Tasting at Walkley Hill Vineyard, 5 pm to 7 pm with classically French-trained
private chef and certified sommelier, Laura Grimmer. $30 per person

The Connecticut Spring Antiques Show Offers
Special Tour of the Hartford Armory with Admission
On Sunday, March 20, 2016 there will be a special tour of the landmark Connecticut State Armory and Arsenal starting at 10
am. The tour is included with the price of admission to the Connecticut Spring Antiques Show which opens at 11 am.
Completed in 1909, the Classic Revival style building was designed by noted architect Benjamin W. Morris and constructed for
a cost of $869,000. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Armory was dedicated by President William Howard
Taft before a crowd of 10,000. The exterior of the building is over a quarter mile in length, and the great drill shed covers 1.14
acres.
The Armory has served as the headquarters of the Connecticut National Guard and the State Military Department since its
completion. It continues to house the offices of the Adjutant General and his staff as well as the state’s Emergency Operations
Center. In the last 100 years, the Armory’s drill shed has seen innumerable expositions, inaugural balls, big name bands,
circuses, sporting events and of course the Connecticut Spring Antiques Show, which started here in 1973. A sad chapter in the
building’s history was in 1944 when the drill shed served as a makeshift morgue for the 169 victims of the Hartford Circus Fire.
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2016
Connecticut Spring Antiques Show
Hartford Armory, 360 Broad Street, Hartford
Saturday, March 19 – 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, March 20 – 11 am to 4 pm
The 43rd Annual Connecticut Spring Antiques Show (CSAS) returns to the beautiful Hartford State Armory on March 19 and
20, 2016. Long known as "an American treasure trove," the CSAS has something for everyone. The show features over 60 of
New England’s and the nation’s most respected antiques dealers of pre-1840 American furniture and decorative objects.
This year, in order to provide a wider selection of outstanding and unique objects, the CSAS is showcasing folk art to
complement the early American pieces and accessories.
Serious collectors of early American furniture and decorative arts have long known that the CSAS is the best antiques show in
New England. Adding to its importance is the show’s growing focus on young and new collectors. In order to attract this
audience, visitors age 35 and younger will receive free admission to the show on Sunday, March 20. Several of the free
educational programs offered during the show are sure to be of interest to new and young collectors.
General admission is $15 per person. In addition to the dealers and educational programs, there will be a catered tea room on
site. Free, secure parking is available both days.
Additional information about the CSAS is available at www.ctspringantiquesshow.com or on our Facebook page CT Spring
Antiques Show.

Educational Programs 2016
“American Folk Art: The Fancy and Fantasy”
Bev Norwood, The Norwoods’ Spirit of America
Saturday, 2 pm
Special Tour of the Armory and Arsenal
Sunday, 10 am
Furniture Restoration 101
Jim Gozzo, Gozzo Antiques and Restorations
Sunday, 1 pm
“Looking at the Details”
A glimpse into the special folk art elements of antiques
John Chaski
Sunday, 2 pm
On display will be the “mysterious shards” found in the back parlor wall of the
Thankful Arnold House Museum.
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Thankful's Cupboard
By Amy Roper, Store Manager
Did you know that we have a store in the Thankful Arnold Museum? We do, and we call it Thankful's Cupboard.
It is a gift shop with something for everyone and every occasion. We receive items daily, such as lovely china,
pewter, knit wear and books.
Our Ladies Guild completed the first of our Haddam Girls dolls, and they have been a big seller. They are named
for significant Haddamites, are dressed in handmade outfits and their faces are hand painted.
We carry CT River Candles in various scents with our own label, a very popular item. We have hand-made
porcelain oil lamps, adorable and just the thing for the person who has everything. Nutmeg Naturals soap from
right here in town is another great gift.
Our wonderful consigners include Vivienne McGarry and her fiber products. She and her husband, Bob, own and
operate Cold Goat Farms in Haddam Neck. Their motto is: "We're shivering so you won't." Come and try on a hat
or two. Her scarves are yummy and her gloves toasty.
Diane Varrone from East Haddam makes the most whimsical primitive dolls, princess mice and needle keeps.
Well worth a look-see. Deb Thomas of Higganum has been very generous with her Fishermen’s Wives’ Cowls.
They are both warm and attractive. A perfect addition to any outfit.
The shop is open during regular business hours and during special events at the museum. We will also open for
you by appointment. Just call us at 860-345-2400.

